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Worship Study Guide
for the week of May 1, 2016

preshyterian church

WEPC Small Group Network
Questions about this week’s study guide? Contact Kevin Greene, kevin@wepc.org

WEPC’s Small Group Network meets in homes across Richmond every week to participate in Jesus Christ’s mission to
Richmond, enjoy fellowship, study God’s word, pray together, and explore the fruit of the Gospel on our lives. Simply
put, these groups are small enough to be the church to one another, and they serve as bridges between WEPC and the
community where God has planted us. It is a place where the church can go deeper in the worship of God and further
in Christ’s mission.

Note to Discussion Leaders: Have members read the Bible passage in the group meeting. This is a “worship discussion”
guide, and our reflections and applications are grounded in Scripture. Read through this guide before meeting with the
group. You do not need to work through the whole guide. Decide which points would be most helpful for the time of
meeting together, and use them as a starting point for your time together.

Sermon: Confirm
This week, Steve Shelby preached on |l Peter 1:5-11.
How can | be sure that | am a Christian, that | belong to Christ?

First, you are asking the question.

Second, assurance of God's grace, leads to assurance of faith.

Third, faith (not being ‘near-sighted) leads to growth. Faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness,
brotherly affection, love.

What are the things in the list? These are descriptions of what God has made available to us in Christ.

“Probably the most important thing to notice here is that this command is based on vv.3-4 which are not a command but
a description of what God has done for us. God's divine power has given us all things that lead to godliness (v.3); ‘for this
reason" make every effort yourself to be godly. Don't miss the connection (though the KJV misses it). Since God has given
power for godliness, strive to become godly! This is the heart of New Testament ethics. We labor for virtue because God
has already labored for us and is at work in us. Don't ever reverse the order, lest you believe another gospel (which is no
gospel). Never say, "l will work out my salvation in order that God might work in me’.” (John Piper)

“His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who
called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that
through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world
because of sinful desire.” (Il Peter 1:3-4)

So we lack these qualities because we forget what Christ has done for us. We are blinded.

We cannot see the past action of Jesus in saving us and we cannot see the future He has prepared for us (Il Peter 1:9,11)

So we arrive at an assurance that we belong to Jesus by trusting and responding.

“Although hypocrites and other unregenerate men may vainly deceive themselves with false hopes and carnal
presumptions of being in the favor of God, and estate of salvation (which hope of theirs shall perish): yet such as truly
believe in the Lord Jesus, and love him in sincerity, endeavoring to walk in all good conscience before him, may, in this
life, be certainly assured that they are in the state of grace, and may rejoice in the hope of the glory of God, which hope
shall never make them ashamed. This certainty is not a bare conjectural and probable persuasion grounded upon a
fallible hope; but an infallible assurance of faith founded upon the divine truth of the promises of salvation, the inward
evidence of those graces unto which these promises are made, the testimony of the Spirit of adoption witnessing with our
spirits that we are the children of God, which Spirit is the earnest of our inheritance, whereby we are sealed to the day of
redemption. This infallible assurance doth not so belong to the essence of faith, but that a true believer may wait long,
and conflict with many difficulties, before he be partaker of it: yet, being enabled by the Spirit to know the things which
are freely given him of God, he may, without extraordinary revelation, in the right use of ordinary means, attain
thereunto. And therefore it is the duty of everyone to give all diligence to make his calling and election sure, that thereby
his heart may be enlarged in peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, in love and thankfulness to God, and in strength and
cheerfulness in the duties of obedience, the proper fruits of this assurance; so far is it from inclining men to looseness.”
(Westminster Confession of Faith, 18)
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Going Deeper in God’s Worship

Reflect on the text together. Hear the sermon here.
1.) What is true about God'’s character, promises or work?

2.) What does the Scripture teach you about yourself or others?
3.) Are you encouraged to follow Jesus in His mission? How?

Reflect on the whole of Sunday’s liturgy together. Locate this week’s Order of Worship here.
1.) Was there an element of the worship service that you would like to share with the group?

e A Scripture verse that was read?

e A prayer that was prayed?

e A song that was sung?

e A sacrament that was administered?

e A way that glory was given to God?

e A way that someone encouraged you?

2.) Did the Holy Spirit convict, change, or encourage you in any way you wish to share with the group?

3.) IsJesus leading you or the group to take a specific risk to minister the Good News to Richmond? Your neighbors?
Your co-workers? Your family and friends?

Going Further in Christ’s Mission

1.) Have the Scripture text open in front of you as a guide to your prayers.
e Spend time thanking God and giving Him glory.

2.) Ask the Lord for vision, strength and faith as followers of Jesus Christ.
e Count on the work of the Holy Spirit for change.
e Ask for God's forgiveness and grace to repent of sin and trust Jesus.
e Pray for the world, our country, Richmond, and the Church.
e Pray for members of your group, family members, or co-workers, neighbors and friends.
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