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For Their Guilt
This week, Pastor Steve Shelby preached from Ezra 10:18-44.

8 Now there were found some of the sons of the priests who
had married foreign women: Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib, and
Gedaliah, some of the sons of Jeshua the son of Jozadak and
his brothers. 19 They pledged themselves to put away their
wives, and their guilt offering was a ram of the flock for their
guilt. 20 Of the sons of Immer: Hanani and Zebadiah. 2! Of the
sons of Harim: Maaseiah, Elijah, Shemaiah, Jehiel, and
Uzziah. 22 Of the sons of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael,
Nethanel, Jozabad, and Elasah.

23Of the Levites: Jozabad, Shimei, Kelaiah (that is, Kelita),
Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer. 24 Of the singers: Eliashib. Of the
gatekeepers: Shallum, Telem, and Uri.

25 And of Israel: of the sons of Parosh: Ramiah, Izziah,
Malchijah, Mijamin, Eleazar, Hashabiah, and Benaiah. 26 Of the
sons of Elam: Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth, and
Elijah. 27 Of the sons of Zattu: Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah,
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Jeremoth, Zabad, and Aziza. 28 Of the sons of Bebai were
Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, and Athlai. 2° Of the sons of Bani
were Meshullam, Malluch, Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal, and
Jeremoth. 30 Of the sons of Pahath-moab: Adna, Chelal,
Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui, and

Manasseh. 31 Of the sons of Harim: Eliezer, Isshijah, Malchijah,
Shemaiah, Shimeon, 32 Benjamin, Malluch, and Shemariah. 33 Of
the sons of Hashum: Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet,
Jeremai, Manasseh, and Shimei. 34 Of the sons of Bani: Maadai,
Amram, Uel, 35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi, 3¢ VVaniah, Meremoth,
Eliashib, 37 Mattaniah, Mattenai, Jaasu. 3¢ Of the sons of Binnui:
Shimei, 3° Shelemiah, Nathan, Adaiah, 40 Machnadebai,
Shashai, Sharai, 41 Azarel, Shelemiah, Shemariah, 42 Shallum,
Amariah, and Joseph. 4 Of the sons of Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah,
Zabad, Zebina, Jaddai, Joel, and Benaiah. 44 All these had
married foreign women, and some of the women had even
borne children.

e This week’s text gives us insight into how repentance works. Jerusalem undergoes a radical and costly program of returning to the Lord
with and there are a ton of implications. 110 families participated in a wicked and sinful system, and their names are listed publically here.
Repentance is painful, but it's the only way out. It's God’s gracious path to freedom and joy.

o  Every day, we are so prone to cut deals with other “gods” or make alliances with sin. And it is the mercy of God what those alliances are
exposed. Can you describe a time when you we caught, and the Lord used is as a mercy to free you from sin?

o For their guilt, the families of Jerusalem required a sacrifice (19). What do you do with your guilt?

e Have you ever done or stopped doing something simply because you belonged to Jesus, who loves you?

e  When you belong to Jesus, you are God’s list. Jesus substituted Himself for you, and you are named as God’s own. How do you need to

believe this Good News today?
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