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Dear Ones,

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and strength, and
love your neighbor as yourself.

Warmly,

Steve

God the Father Calls Us to Worship Him

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Ordinary Time
We are now in the season after Pentecost, known as “Ordinary
Time.” Having celebrated the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church
at Pentecost, Ordinary Time signals the interim of the Church
until Christ comes again in glory. Jesus is faithfully advancing
His Kingdom in the power of His Spirit in this season. We
anticipate the consummation of all things when Christ comes in
His glory as King of all.

Preparation for Worship
Willingly Offered

“The people blessed all the men who willingly offered to live in
Jerusalem (Nehemiah 11:2). Jerusalem was particularly difficult
of settlement, seeing that it was the center of danger, and
peculiarly liable to attack...there were some who voluntarily
came forward to dwell in the place of danger, and these were
specially honored by the people. The statement is one which
gives occasion for some heart-searching.” -G. Campbell Morgan

“Christians are meant to have the same vocation as their King,
that of cross-bearers.” -Richard Wurmbrand

“How would the world be different if Jesus had come as a
Superman figure, immune to all pain? What if He had not died,
but merely ascended to heaven during His trial before Pilate? By
not making Himself exempt, but by deliberately taking on the
worst the world has to offer, He gives us the hope that God can
likewise transform the suffering each of us must face. Because
of His death and resurrection, we can confidently assume that
no trial—illness, divorce, unemployment, bankruptcy, grief—
extends beyond the range of His transforming power.”

-Philip Yancey

Call to Worship
Hebrews 12:2-3

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus,
the Author and Perfecter of our faith,

who for the joy set before Him
endured the Cross, scorning its shame,
and sat down at the right hand of God.

Let us consider Him
who endured such opposition from sinful men,
so that we will not grow weary and lose heart.

Invocation
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Song of Adoration

JESUS LOVER OF MY SOUL

Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to Thy bosom fly,

While the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high.
Hide me, O my Savior, hide, 'til life’s storm is past;

Safe into the haven guide; receive my soul at last.

Other refuge have | none, | helpless hang on Thee;
Leave, oh leave me not alone, support and comfort me.
All my trust on Thee is stayed, all help from Thee | bring;
Cover my defenseless head in the shadow of Thy wing.

Thou, O Christ, are all | want, here more than all | find;

Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, heal the sick, and lead the blind.
Just and holy is Thy Name, | am all unrighteousness;

False and full of sin | am; thou art full of truth and grace.

Plenteous grace with Thee is found, grace to cover all my sin;
Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within.
Thou of life the fountain art, let me take of Thee;

Spring Thou up within my heart, for all eternity.

“You have been...a refuge for the needy in his distress.” -Isaiah 25:4
Charles Wesley (1740); Tune: © 2000 Greg Thompson Music.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. CCLI #708363

Welcome

We are glad you have joined us this morning! If you are visiting our church for the first
time, we encourage you to use our online “Keeping in Touch” form to introduce
yourself, request prayer, or request more information about our church.

Presentation of New Members (10:30AM)
Atif Sambo & Feryal Kode Konde

Covenant Baptisms (10:30AM)
Emily Sambo
Jeremy Sambo

New Testament Reading
| Peter 3:13-22

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is
good? But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you
will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in
your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and
respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be
put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that
should be God's will, than for doing evil. For Christ also suffered
once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in
the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in
prison, because they formerly did not obey, when God's
patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being
prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought
safely through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now
saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an
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appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been
subjected to him.

God the Son Renews Us through His Word

Scripture Reading

Nehemiah 11:1-12:26
111 Now the leaders of the people lived in Jerusalem. And the
rest of the people cast lots to bring one out of ten to live in
Jerusalem the holy city, while nine out of ten remained in the
other towns. 2And the people blessed all the men who willingly
offered to live in Jerusalem.

Reflecting on the Lord’s Prayer
adapted from the Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 128 (1563)

What do we mean when we pray to our Heavenly Father, “for
Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever and

ever'?

When we pray to our Heavenly Father, “for Thine is the
Kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever” we
mean: We have made all these petitions of You because, as

our all-powerful King, You are both willing and able to give us

all that is good;! and because Your holy Name, and not we

3These are the chiefs of the province who lived in Jerusalem;
but in the towns of Judah everyone lived on his property in their
towns: Israel, the priests, the Levites, the temple servants, and
the descendants of Solomon's servants. 4 And in Jerusalem
lived certain of the sons of Judah and of the sons of Benjamin.
Of the sons of Judah: Athaiah the son of Uzziah, son of
Zechariah, son of Amariah, son of Shephatiah, son of Mahalalel,

ourselves, should receive all the praise, forever.?
1 Rom. 10:11-13, Il Pet. 2:9; 2 Ps. 115:1, John 14:13

of the sons of Perez; 5and Maaseiah the son of Baruch, son of
Col-hozeh, son of Hazaiah, son of Adaiah, son of Joiarib, son of
Zechariah, son of the Shilonite. & All the sons of Perez who lived

The Ministry of Prayer in Jerusalem were 468 valiant men.

Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer, Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.

For Thine is the Kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

7 And these are the sons of Benjamin: Sallu the son of
Meshullam, son of Joed, son of Pedaiah, son of Kolaiah, son of
Maaseiah, son of Ithiel, son of Jeshaiah, & and his brothers, men
of valor, 928. ¢ Joel the son of Zichri was their overseer; and
Judah the son of Hassenuah was second over the city.

10 Of the priests: Jedaiah the son of Joiarib, Jachin, 1! Seraiah
the son of Hilkiah, son of Meshullam, son of Zadok, son of
Meraioth, son of Ahitub, ruler of the house of God, '2and their
brothers who did the work of the house, 822; and Adaiah the
son of Jeroham, son of Pelaliah, son of Amzi, son of Zechariah,
son of Pashhur, son of Malchijah, 13 and his brothers, heads of
fathers' houses, 242; and Amashsai, the son of Azarel, son of
Ahzai, son of Meshillemoth, son of Immer, 4 and their brothers,
Offering mighty men of valor, 128; their overseer was Zabdiel the son of
If participation in the offering is part of your weekly worship, please place your offering Haggedolim.

in one of offering plates near the rear Sanctuary doors, mail your offering to the church

office (9008 Quioccasin Road, Henrico, VA, 23229), or visit our website
(www.wepc.org/resources/giving) for online giving options.

5 And of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, son of
Azrikam, son of Hashabiah, son of Bunni; 6 and Shabbethai and

Song of Praise

ALL 1 HAVE IS CHRIST

| once was lost in darkest night, yet thought | knew the way.
The sin that promised joy and life had led me to the grave.

I had no hope that You would own a rebel to Your will;

And if You had not loved me first, | would refuse You still.

But as | ran my hell-bound race, indifferent to the cost,

You looked upon my helpless state and led me to the cross.

And | beheld God's love displayed; You suffered in my place.
You bore the wrath reserved for me; now all | know is grace.

Hallelujah, all | have is Christ.
Hallelujah, Jesus is my life.

Now Lord | would be Yours alone and live so all might see.

The strength to follow Your commands could never come from me.

O Father use my ransomed life in any way You choose.
And let my song forever be my only boast is You.

“The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.” -Psalm 16:5
Jordan Kauflin © 2008 Sovereign Grace Praise; CCLI #708363

Jozabad, of the chiefs of the Levites, who were over the outside
work of the house of God; 7 and Mattaniah the son of Mica, son
of Zabdi, son of Asaph, who was the leader of the praise, who
gave thanks, and Bakbukiah, the second among his brothers;
and Abda the son of Shammua, son of Galal, son of Jeduthun.
18 All the Levites in the holy city were 284.

19 The gatekeepers, Akkub, Talmon and their brothers, who kept
watch at the gates, were 172. 20 And the rest of Israel, and of
the priests and the Levites, were in all the towns of Judah, every
one in his inheritance. 2! But the temple servants lived on Ophel;
and Ziha and Gishpa were over the temple servants.

22 The overseer of the Levites in Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of
Bani, son of Hashabiah, son of Mattaniah, son of Mica, of the
sons of Asaph, the singers, over the work of the house of God.
23 For there was a command from the king concerning them,
and a fixed provision for the singers, as every day required. 24
And Pethahiah the son of Meshezabel, of the sons of Zerah the
son of Judah, was at the king's side in all matters concerning
the people.

25 And as for the villages, with their fields, some of the people of
Judah lived in Kiriath-arba and its villages, and in Dibon and its
villages, and in Jekabzeel and its villages, 26 and in Jeshua and
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in Moladah and Beth-pelet, 27 in Hazar-shual, in Beersheba and
its villages, 28 in Ziklag, in Meconah and its villages, 2 in En-
rimmon, in Zorah, in Jarmuth, 30 Zanoah, Adullam, and their

God the Holy Spirit Transforms Us by His Grace

Confession of Sin
adapted from The Valley of Vision, “God and Myself”

villages, Lachish and its fields, and Azekah and its villages. So
they encamped from Beersheba to the Valley of Hinnom. 3 The
people of Benjamin also lived from Geba onward, at Michmash,
Aija, Bethel and its villages, 32 Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 33
Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim, 3 Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat, 3 Lod, and
Ono, the valley of craftsmen. 3 And certain divisions of the
Levites in Judah were assigned to Benjamin.

121 These are the priests and the Levites who came up with
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah,
Ezra, 2 Amariah, Malluch, Hattush, 3 Shecaniah, Rehum,
Meremoth, 4 Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah, 5 Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah,
6 Shemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah, 7 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah.
These were the chiefs of the priests and of their brothers in the
days of Jeshua.

8 And the Levites: Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah,
and Mattaniah, who with his brothers was in charge of the songs
of thanksgiving. ¢ And Bakbukiah and Unni and their brothers
stood opposite them in the service. ' And Jeshua was the
father of Joiakim, Joiakim the father of Eliashib, Eliashib the
father of Joiada, ' Joiada the father of Jonathan, and Jonathan
the father of Jaddua.

12 And in the days of Joiakim were priests, heads of fathers'
houses: of Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hananiah; 13 of Ezra,
Meshullam; of Amariah, Jehohanan; 4 of Malluchi, Jonathan; of
Shebaniah, Joseph; '5 of Harim, Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai; 16 of
Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam; *7 of Abijah, Zichri; of
Miniamin, of Moadiah, Piltai; '8 of Bilgah, Shammua; of
Shemaiah, Jehonathan; 1° of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi;
20 of Salllai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber; 2! of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of
Jedaiah, Nethanel.

22|n the days of Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua, the
Levites were recorded as heads of fathers' houses; so too were
the priests in the reign of Darius the Persian. 2 As for the sons
of Levi, their heads of fathers' houses were written in the Book
of the Chronicles until the days of Johanan the son of Eliashib.
24 And the chiefs of the Levites: Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and
Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with their brothers who stood
opposite them, to praise and to give thanks, according to the
commandment of David the man of God, watch by watch. 2
Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, and Akkub
were gatekeepers standing guard at the storehouses of the
gates. 2 These were in the days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua
son of Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah the governor and
of Ezra, the priest and scribe.

Lord God Almighty, Your understanding is unsearchable
and infinite, Your arm cannot be stayed. Holy is your
wisdom, power, mercy, ways, works. How can | stand
before You with my numberless offenses? | have often
loved darkness, observed lying vanities, forsaken Your
given mercies, trampled underfoot Your beloved Son,
mocked Your providences, flattered You with my lips,
broken Your covenant. It is only in light of Your
compassion that | am not consumed. At the Cross may |
contemplate the evil of sin, and abhor it. May | look on Him
whom | pierced, as One slain for me, and by me. May |
never despise His death by fearing its efficacy for my
salvation. And whatever cross | am required to bear, let me
see Jesus suffering mine.

Silent Confession of Sin

Words of Encouragement
Romans 5:6,8

At just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died
for the ungodly. God demonstrates His own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Songs of Response to God’s Grace

NOTHING TO FEAR

When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;
And the depths of the river shall not overwhelm.

When you walk through the fire, You will not be burned.
| am the Lord, | am the Lord...

And there is nothing to fear, nothing to fear.
There is nothing to fear, nothing to fear,
For I am with you always.

In the depths of your sorrow, | wept beside you.

When you walked through the shadow, | drew you near,
And yesterday, today, tomorrow, always the same.

| am the Lord, l.am the Lord...

“Fear not, for | am with you.” -Isaiah 41:10

© 2019 Integrity Worship/PG Songs and Hymns/ASCAP (adm worldwide at
CapitolGMGPublishing.com), Paul Zach Publishing Designee/ASCAP, Fortunate
Fall Music (adm by Music services); CCLI #708363

Sermon

Each Sunday, Worship Notes with the Scripture text, study questions, and recordings
are posted at www.wepc.org/worship/sermons.
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YOUR LABOR IS NOT IN VAIN

Your labor is not in vain,

Though the ground underneath you is cursed and stained.
Your planting and reaping are never the same,

But your labor is not in vain.

Your labor is not unknown,

Though the rocks they cry out and the sea it may groan.
The place of your toil may not seem like a home,

But your labor is not unknown...

For I am with you, | am with you.

I am with you, | am with you.

For I have called you, called you by name.
Your labor is not in vain.

The vineyards you plant will bear fruit.

The fields will sing out and rejoice with the truth,
For all that is old will at last be made new:

The vineyards you plant will bear fruit...

The houses you labored to build

Will finally with laughter and joy be filled.

The serpent that hurts and destroys shall be killed,
And all that is broken be healed...

“Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the
Lord your labor is not in vain.” -I Corinthians 15:58

© 2017 Porter's Gate Publishing (BMI), Hymns From the Porter's Gate (ASCAP), and
Porter's Gate Publications (SESAC). CCLI #708363

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

“Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.” -Psalm 150:6
Thomas Ken (1709); Tune: “OLD 100", Louis Bourgeois (1551)

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in

prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show
hospitality.” -Romans 12:12-13

Benediction

After the 9 AM service, our Elders are available for prayer in the West
Foyer, and at the foot of the Sanctuary stage after the 10:30 AM service.

Pastor Steve Shelby preached today’s sermon. Pastor Kevin Greene led
worship and administered the member presentations and baptisms.
Worship Arts Coordinator Becca Wethered, Pastor Kevin Greene, Karl
Kuder, and Harrison Weippert led this morning’s congregational singing.
Elder Rick McWhorter, Mike Perzanowski, and Christopher Malak
managed today’s audio and video live stream. Brian Zollinhofer & Luke
Farkas managed the in-house video system.
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Announcements:
(Full details at www.wepc.org)
Prayer Partners needed for ESL Ministry:

Tuesdays, 6:00-7:30 PM, beginning Sept 15. Email Heather
Glissman (heatheresl@wepc.org).

Yard Groups:
Enrollment now open! www.wepc.org/yard-groups/

Women's Ministry--S.0.W. (Sisters Of WEPC) Together:
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM, beginning Oct 7; registration opens on
Sept. 1. www.wepc.org/grow/women/

Volunteers needed for Neighborhood Learning Adventures:
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 7:30-11:30 AM, beginning Sept. 15. Email
Bryan and Emily Meeks (wepcnla@gmail.com).

Youth Ministry Fall 2020:
Community Groups, Sunday Mornings, & Parent Gatherings
www.wepc.org/grow/youth/

Food Pantry needs:
www.wepc.org/outreach/mercy-ministry/

In the event that an attender of a worship service tests positive for
COVID-19, WEPC will contact the Virginia Department of Health and
follow the advised protocols for notifying attenders who may have
been exposed to the virus.
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